
 The Hartington City Council met in regular session on June 22, 2026, at City Hall, beginning 
at 5:00 p.m. Notice of the time and place of the meeting was given in advance by posting. 
 
 Present were Mayor Becker; Councilmembers Bartling, Christensen, and Sudbeck; City Clerk-
Treasurer Schulte; and Legal Counsel Nikki Brandt. Councilman Kathol was absent.  
 
 Mayor Becker called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 The Council then considered approval of the minutes of the June 8 meeting. A motion to 
approve the June 8 minutes was made by Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman 
Sudbeck. A roll call was taken. Bartling – yes, Christensen - yes, and Sudbeck – yes. Motion Carried.  
 
 Mayor Becker introduced a proposal for replacement of the fence at the Transfer Station, 
presented by Troy Fisher. Fisher explained that the existing fence running south from the highway is 
in poor condition and has deteriorated significantly over time. He noted that the fence has been 
repeatedly patched and described it as having “nothing left of it.” While some sections of the fence 
remain in fair condition, Fisher stated that the portion under discussion is the worst and will require 
cleanup work with a dozer before replacement can begin.  A motion to approve the fence replacement 
project and authorize Lammers Fencing to complete the work was made by Councilman Bartling and 
seconded by Councilman Sudbeck. A roll call vote was taken. Bartling – yes, Christensen – yes, 
Sudbeck – yes. Motion carried.  Fisher indicated that work on the project would begin on Wednesday. 
 
 Mayor Becker introduced discussion regarding the purchase of a sifting bucket for the 
Transfer Station payloader. Utility Superintendent Corey Kramer explained ongoing issues with fires 
reigniting at the Transfer Station. He stated that after materials burn down, the introduction of 
oxygen can cause remaining materials to reignite. Over the past two years, the Hartington Volunteer 
Fire Department has responded to four fire incidents at the site, including two separate burn permits 
that each required two fire department responses.  Kramer recommended purchasing a sifting bucket 
to assist in managing burned materials. The attachment would allow staff to sift ash and debris more 
effectively and remove large logs and other materials that remain after burning. The cost of the sifting 
bucket was quoted at $3,643.  A motion to approve the purchase of the sifting bucket for the Transfer 
Station payloader was made by Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman Bartling. A roll 
call vote was taken. Bartling – yes, Christensen – yes, Sudbeck – yes. Motion carried. 
 
 Mayor Becker requested an update on bookings at the Skylon Event Center. Utility 
Superintendent/Event Coordinator Corey Kramer reported strong reservation activity for both the 
current year and next year. For next year, he stated that 14 consecutive weekends are already 
booked, excluding the Fourth of July weekend, covering all of May, June, and July. The schedule 
includes graduation events on Fridays and Saturdays, with weddings booked for the remaining 
weekends. Additional reservations have been made for events in January and February, including a 
gun show and a women's retreat.  Kramer also reported that bookings for the current year remain 
strong. All dates following the Fourth of July weekend are reserved, with four to five consecutive 
weekends booked. October is fully booked, and only one or two dates remain available in August. The 
update reflected continued high demand for use of the Skylon Event Center. 
 
 Mayor Becker introduced building permit application from Spencer Albers for a storage shed. 
A motion to approve Spencer Albers building permit for a storage shed was made by Councilman 
Christensen and seconded by Councilman Bartling.  A roll call was taken. Bartling – yes, Christensen 
- yes, and Sudbeck – yes. Motion Carried. 
 



 Mayor Becker introduced building permit application from Sam Nickel for a storage shed. A 
motion to approve Sam Nickel building permit for a storage shed was made by Councilman Bartling 
and seconded by Councilman Christensen.  A roll call was taken.  Bartling – yes, Christensen - yes, and 
Sudbeck – yes. Motion Carried. 
 
 Mayor Becker introduced a Special Designated Liquor License application for Wildcat 
Properties, LLC DBA Hard Patch Brewing Company for a street dance on August 15th. A motion to 
approve Special Designated Liquor License for Wildcat Properties, LLC DBA Hard Patch Brewing Co 
was made by Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman Bartling.  A roll call was taken. 
Bartling – yes, Christensen - yes, and Sudbeck – yes. Motion Carried. 
 
  Mayor Becker introduced a request from Hard Patch Brewing Company to close a portion of 
North Broadway in front of their business for a street dance on August 15, 2026, from 7:00 p.m. to 
12:00 a.m. A motion to approve the street closure as requested was made by Councilman Christensen 
and seconded by Councilman Sudbeck. A roll call vote was taken. Bartling – yes; Christensen – yes; 
Sudbeck – yes. Motion carried. 
 
 Mayor Becker introduced a request from the Chamber of Commerce to close Broadway for 
Hartington Dayz on August 15, 2026. The requested street closure would extend from Highway 84 
(Franklin Street) to Main Street from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. A motion to approve the street closure as 
requested was made by Councilman Bartling and seconded by Councilman Christensen. A roll call 
vote was taken. Bartling – yes; Christensen– yes; Sudbeck – yes. Motion carried. 
 
 Councilman Sudbeck introduced Resolution 20260622, Authorizing Economic Development 
Account at Security Bank and Designating Authorized Signers. A motion to adopt Resolution 
20260622 was made by Councilman Bartling and seconded by Councilman Christensen. A roll call 
vote was taken. Bartling – yes; Christensen – yes; Sudbeck – yes. Motion carried. 
 
 The May 2026 Cedar County Sheriff’s Report was reviewed. A total of 514.50 hours were 
patrolled, including 1 ¼ hours of school traffic enforcement. Calls for service included: 1 Suspicious 
Person, 1 disturbance, 1 fraud, 2 alarms, and 1 open door. Traffic stops resulted in 2 Verbal warning, 
0 Written warnings, and 0 citation. No arrests were made. 
  
 
Department Reports: 
 
 Park – Councilman Kathol: Absent. In his absence, Councilman Sudbeck provided an update 
 on the pickleball court project. He reported that installation of the center dividing chain-link 
 fence was scheduled to be completed the following day. Once the fence is installed, the 
 pickleball court project will be finalized and ready for use. 
 
 Pool – Councilman Bartling: Nothing to report. 
 
 Complex/Auditorium – Councilman Sudbeck: Reported that a minor water leak occurred at 
 the Complex but was repaired quickly with no further issues. He also noted that there were 
 no concerns or issues to report at the Auditorium. 
 
 Fire/Ambulance – Councilman Christensen: Nothing to report. 
 
 General – Mayor Becker: Nothing to report. 



 Legal Counsel – Nikki Brandt: Nothing to report. 
 
 Clerk – Schulte: Nothing to report. 
 
 
Public Comments: There were no public comments. 
 
 
The following bills were presented for payments: 
 
General — Total: $10,013.07 
 CRA Community Redevelopment Authority, 9,997.77, SpecSoft, 15.30 
 
Streets — Total: $8,549.26 
 Black Hills Energy, 134.99, Bomgaars, 155.94, Hirshfield Sioux City Paint, 3,051.19, National 
 Sign Company, LLC, 822.90, Nebraska Public Power District, 3,560.72, Steffen Electric, 823.52 
 
Water — Total: $ 2,882.11 
 Cedar-Knox Public Power District, 2,218.49, Nebraska Public Power District, 663.62 
 
Sewer — Total: $ 5,787.26 
 Black Hills Energy, 62.65, Bomgaars, 471.26, Central Valley Ag, 704.45, Midwest Laboratories, 
 Inc., 403.15, Nebraska Public Power District, 4,145.75 
 
Sanitation — Total: $9,184.44 
 L.P. Gill, Inc., 8,858.94, Pinkelman Sales, Inc., 325.50 
 
Fire — Total: $ 2,539.80 
 Black Hills Energy, 32.19, Dearborn Life Insurance Company, 128.32, D. Fischer, 75.00, 
 MacQueen Equipment, LLC, 2,189.45, Nebraska Public Power District, 114.84 
 
 
Ambulance — Total: $430.19 
 Black Hills Energy, 32.19, D. Fischer, 75.00, Nebraska Public Power District, 78.00, Northeast 
 Community College, 245.00 
 
Recreation – Total: $73.68 
 Nebraska Public Power District, 73.68 
 
Pool – Total: $4,171.52 
 A. Carl, 137.50, Black Hills Energy, 781.89, Bomgaars, 12.91, B. Steffen, 34.51, Hawkins, Inc., 
 2,371.82, J. Eickhoff, 150.00, League Association of Risk Management, 630.26, Nebraska 
 Public Power District, 52.63 
 
Parks — Total: $ 1,241.20 
 Bomgaars, 470.48, Nebraska Public Power District, 770.72 
 
Complex — Total: $1,657.49 
 Nebraska Public Power District, 665.90, Tri-State Turf & Irrigation, LLC, 991.59 
 



Library — Total: $3,101.19 
 Black Hills Energy, 87.20, Demco, 360.75, Ingram Library Services, 692.11, Nebraska Public 
 Power District, 121.13, Rons Auto Glass, 980.00, T. Anderson, 325.00, X-Pert Lawn & 
 Landscaping, 535.00 
  
City Hall — Total: $1,029.96 
 Black Hills Energy, 60.92, D. Fischer, 100.00, Floral Designs, 42.80, Nebraska Public Power 
 District, 152.74, Premier Lawn & Landscaping, 355.00, Tri-State Turf & Irrigation, LLC, 
 318.50 

Auditorium — Total: $289.36 
 Black Hills Energy, 230.03, Nebraska Public Power District, 59.33 
 
Transfer Station — Total: $903.09 
 Cedar-Knox Public Power District, 173.07, Deere Credit, Inc., 730.02 
 
Veterans Memorial – Total $61.47 
 Nebraska Public Power District, 61.47 
 
Skylon Event Center — Total: $2,802.64 
 Black Hills Energy, 67.83, Feilmeier Electric, 2,380.00, Nebraska Public Power District, 354.81 
 
June Payroll: $61,397.86 
 
A motion to pay the bills was made by Councilman Bartling and seconded by Councilman Christensen. 
A roll call vote was taken. Bartling – yes; Christensen – yes; Sudbeck – yes. Motion carried. 
 
 A motion to adjourn was made by Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman 
Bartling.  A roll call was taken. Bartling – yes, Christensen – yes, and Sudbeck – yes. Motion Carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 p.m. The next scheduled meeting is July 13th, 2026. 
 
 

 

Respectfully submitted by, Casey Schulte, City Clerk-Treasurer 


