
 The Hartington City Council met in regular session on May 26, 2026, at City Hall, beginning at 5:00 
p.m. Notice of the time and place of the meeting was given in advance by posting. 
 
 Present were Mayor Becker; Councilmembers Bartling, Kathol, and Sudbeck; City Clerk-Treasurer 
Schulte; and Legal Counsel Nikki Brandt. Councilman Christensen was absent.  
 
 Mayor Becker called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 The Council then considered approval of the minutes of the May 11, 2026. A motion to approve 
the May 11 minutes was made by Councilman Bartling and seconded by Councilman Sudbeck. A roll call 
was taken. Bartling – yes, Kathol - yes, and Sudbeck – yes. Motion Carried.  
 
 Kyle Overturf of AMGL presented the 2025 draft audit report. He reported an unmodified opinion 
with no material misstatements and noted the need to include approximately $1 million in debt related 
to the City's acquisition of the Skylon building. Kyle reviewed the City's financial position, noting that 
property tax (30%), sales tax (23%), franchise fees (11%), and state funding (13%) account for the majority 
of non-utility revenues. Major capital projects included the Skylon project, shop building construction, 
Napa Alley and Park Road paving, a fire department generator, pool boiler, mower purchase, and transfer 
station improvements.  Governmental activities reported a $701,000 unrestricted deficit, while utility 
operations maintained a positive unrestricted balance of approximately $741,000. The general fund 
balance decreased by $482,000, largely due to $903,000 in capital improvements. Utility operations 
showed a $208,000 increase in the water fund, a $7,400 loss in the sewer fund, and a $5,250 profit in 
sanitation, although sewer and sanitation funds experienced negative cash flow due to debt payments. 
Kyle also reported that the City's valuation increased from $91 million in 2021 to $120 million in 2025. He 
noted the City's levy rate of $0.63 exceeds the peer community average of $0.49. Outstanding LB840 loans 
total approximately $568,000 among 25 borrowers, and the fire bond balance remains approximately 
$440,000-$450,000. He further noted that recommended utility cash reserves are $1.8 million, while 
current reserves total approximately $1.4 million. The CRA continues to carry a $42,000 TIF receivable 
related to Cobblestone, with the TIF expected to conclude in 2027. 
  
 Mayor Becker introduced building permit application from Gerald Heine for deck replacement. A 
motion to approve Gerald Heine’s building permit for deck replacement was made by Councilman Kathol 
and seconded by Councilman Sudbeck.  A roll call was taken. Bartling – yes, Kathol - yes, and Sudbeck – 
yes. Motion Carried.  
 
 Council reviewed an Application for Permit to Sell Permissible Fireworks at Retail by Fly by Night 
Fireworks at 306 S Robinson Ave from June 25 – July 4.  A motion to approve the Application for Permit 
to Sell Permissible Fireworks at Retail by Fly by Night Fireworks was made by Councilman Kathol and 
seconded by Councilman Bartling. A roll call vote was taken.  Bartling – yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck – yes.  
Motion carried.    
 
 Mayor Becker introduced that the Economic Development checking account and CD currently 
held at the Bank of Hartington will be moved to Security Bank. A motion to approve moving the Economic 
Development checking account and CD to Security Bank was made by Councilman Bartling and seconded 
by Councilman Sudbeck. A roll call vote was taken. Bartling – yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck – yes.  Motion 
carried.    
 



Councilman Sudbeck introduced Resolution 20260526A, regarding the closure of Highway 57 from West 
Franklin to West Bow for the Fly-By-Night Fireworks show on June 30th.  A motion to adopt Resolution 
20260526A for the Temporary Closure of Highway 57 between Franklin Street to Bow Street was made by 
Councilman Bartling and seconded by Councilman Kathol.  A roll call vote was taken. Bartling – yes, Kathol 
– yes, Sudbeck – yes.  Motion carried. 

 
Councilman Sudbeck introduced Resolution 20260526B, accepting the dedication of right-of-way for 
Wirth Drive.  A motion to adopt Resolution 20260526B, accepting the dedication of right-of-way for Wirth 
Drive, was made by Councilman Bartling and seconded by Councilman Kathol. A roll call vote was taken.  
Bartling – yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck – yes.  Motion carried.    

 
 Mayor Becker introduced a request to close North Broadway from the intersection of E. Elm Street 
to E. Main Street for a street dance/fundraiser event in front of Hard Patch Brewing Company on June 13, 
2026, from 6:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m.  A motion to approve the street closure as requested was made by 
Councilman Kathol and seconded by Councilman Sudbeck. A roll call vote was taken.  Bartling – yes, Kathol 
– yes, Sudbeck – yes.  Motion carried.    
 
 Mayor Becker introduced the appointment of Cain Johnson to the Hartington Volunteer Fire 
Department by Fire Chief Ryan Marsh. A motion to approve Cain Johnson to the Hartington Volunteer Fire 
Department was made by Councilman Bartling and seconded by Councilman Sudbeck. A roll call vote was 
taken.  Bartling – yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck – yes.  Motion carried.   
 
 The April 2026 Cedar County Sheriff’s Report was reviewed. A total of 546.50 hours were 
patrolled, including 2 hours of school traffic enforcement. Calls for service included: 1 Assist other Agency, 
2 Accidents, and 1 Threat. Traffic stops resulted in 1 Verbal warning, 2 Written warnings, and 0 citation. 
No arrests were made. 
 
Department Reports: 
 
 Park – Councilman Kathol: Reported that the pickleball court concrete has been poured. He also 
 noted that the fencing contractor has been working at the ballpark, where they set all fence posts 
 at the baseball field. Once the concrete at the pickleball court has had time to cure, the contractor 
 is expected to install the fencing there as well. The court is expected to remain closed until the 
 end of May, after which the striping can be painted. 
 
 Pool – Councilman Bartling: Reported the pool is open for the season. 
 
 Complex/Auditorium – Councilman Sudbeck: Reported that an agenda item should be included at 
 the next council meeting to consider approval of a contract with Fisher Track, as all required 
 documentation is expected to be available at that time. Sudbeck stated that the proposed 
 complex track replacement project is estimated at approximately $160,000 and represents the 
 most cost-effective option. He noted that three contractors initially expressed interest in the 
 project however, only two submitted bids, with one contractor ultimately withdrawing from the 
 process. Sudbeck also reported that he received an estimate of  approximately $3,800 to replace 
 the auditorium kitchen floor. He noted that the project was not  included in the current budget 
 and may need to be considered during future budget discussions. Sudbeck explained that the 
 existing tile floor is aging and has deteriorated over time, particularly from chairs being moved 
 across the surface. He stated that repairs completed approximately five years ago helped extend 



 the floor's lifespan, but replacement is now likely necessary. He also reported that the 
 auditorium will close for the summer season, on May 31st. 
 
 Fire/Ambulance – Councilman Christensen: Absent  
 
 General – Mayor Becker: Nothing to report. 
 
 Legal Counsel – Nikki Brandt: Reported that, after discussions with Utility Superintendent Kramer 
 and City Clerk Schulte, it was determined that the recently adopted curb-cutting permit ordinance 
 incorrectly references square feet and should instead reference linear feet. Brandt stated that an 
 ordinance amendment will be prepared to correct the measurement. She requested council input 
 to confirm the proposed fee structure. The current permit fee would remain unchanged when the 
 applicant performs the curb cutting. However, now that the City has acquired a curb-cutting 
 machine, applicants may request the City to perform the work. In those cases, an additional fee 
 of $15 per linear foot would be charged, resulting in a total cost of $25 per linear foot for City-
 performed curb cutting. 
 
 Clerk – Schulte: Reported that the City's certificates of deposit (CDs) have matured and an interest 
 payment has been received. Due to the current terms of the CDs, no changes or adjustments can 
 be made until August 18, 2026. 
 
Public Comments: Rob Dump of the Cedar County News questioned whether Wirth Drive was the roadway 
located between Hartington Hydraulics and the cemetery. He was informed that Wirth Drive is the new 
roadway serving the industrial park near the Skylon facility. Dump also asked why the roadway needed to 
be formally dedicated. It was explained that the roadway had been filed under the ownership of the 
Economic Development Corporation; however, because the City maintains the roadway, it should be 
dedicated and accepted as a City right-of-way to be accepted on the Lane Mile Report. 
 
 
The following bills were presented for payments: 
 
General — Total: $500.30 
 Floral Designs, 485.00, SpecSoft, 15.30 
 
Streets — Total: $7,321.97 
 Black Hills Energy, 223.06, Bomgaars, 200.43, Guardian, 13.60, Leise Concrete, 4,932.50, Rose 
 Equipment, Inc., 1,923.38, Usable Life, 29.00 
 
Water — Total: $14,737.62 
 M. Becker, 33.61, B. Becker, 50.73, Cedar-Knox Public Power District, 1,734.52, KAB Properties, 
 26.01, Nebraska Department of Water, Energy, and Environment, 12,8972.75 
 
Sewer — Total: $28,791.07 
 Black Hills Energy, 95.02, Bomgaars, 159.98, Midwest Laboratories, Inc., 452.57, Nebraska 
 Department of Water, Energy, and Environment, 28,023.50 
 
Sanitation — Total: $125.53 
 M. Becker, 70.00, D. Behnk, 34.23, Guardian, 6.80, Usable Life, 14.50 



 
Fire — Total: $401.68 
 Black Hills Energy, 72.74, Dearborn Life Insurance Company, 121.44, Leise Lawn Care, 207.50 
 
Ambulance — Total: $280.25 
 Black Hills Energy, 72.75, Leise Lawn Care, 207.50 
 
Cemetery – Total: $359.95 
 Bomgaars, 359.95 
 
Recreation – Total: $2,799.48 
 Bomgaars, 9.48, Plumbing & Electric, 2,790.00 
 
Pool – Total: $23,835.74 
 Black Hills Energy, 48.75, Bomgaars, 199.99, Folkers Painting, LLC, 14,383.40, Plumbing & Electric, 
 551.00, Tnemec Company Inc., 8,566.60, Yankton Janitorial Supply, Inc, 86.00 
 
Parks — Total: $33,494.21 
 Bomgaars, 556.42, Central Valley Ag, 79.51, Diane's Greenhouse, 1,468.15, Global Industrial, 
 3,781.99, Kathol Turf, 7.00, M.P. Concrete Concepts, 25,004.00, Menards, Inc., 192.12, Sheila’s 
 Country Gardens, 227.34, Tnemec Company Inc, 2,000.00, Yankton Janitorial Supply, Inc, 177.68 
 
Complex — Total: $ 1,434.49 
 Bomgaars, 18.58, Plumbing & Electric, 1,003.44, Yankton Janitorial Supply, Inc, 412.47 
 
Library — Total: $2,235.59 
 Black Hills Energy, 172.66, Eakes Office Solutions, 136.56, Guardian, 13.60, Ingram Library 
 Services, 794.59, Omaha World Herald, 540.39, Oriental Trading Company Inc., 66.20, Premier 
 Lawn & Landscaping, 80.00, Quill Corporation, 31.59, Usable Life, 29.00, X-Pert Lawn & 
 Landscaping, 371.00 
 
City Hall — Total: $ 207.52 
 Black Hills Energy, 61.22, D. Fischer, 125.00, Guardian, 6.80, USABLE LIFE, 14.50  

Auditorium — Total: $611.33 
 Black Hills Energy, 611.33  
 
Economic Development — Total: $ 21.30 
 Guardian, 6.80, Usable Life, 14.50 
 
Transfer Station — Total: $1,639.03 
 Cedar-Knox Public Power District, 215.79, Deere Credit, Inc., 1,343.24, Olson's Pest Technicians, 
 80.00 
 
Skylon Event Center — Total: $28,738.94 
 Black Hills Energy, 263.94, Doyle Stevens Construction, Inc, 28,125.00, Drahota Landscape Design, 
 350.00 
 



May Payroll: $41,356.91 
 
 A motion to pay the bills was made by Councilman Kathol and seconded by Councilman Bartling. 
A roll call vote was taken. Bartling – yes; Kathol – yes; Sudbeck – yes. Motion carried. 
 
 A motion to adjourn was made by Councilman Bartling and seconded by Councilman Sudbeck.  A 
roll call was taken. Bartling – yes, Kathol – yes, and Sudbeck – yes. Motion Carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 p.m. The next scheduled meeting is June 8, 2026. 
 
 

 

Respectfully submitted by, Casey Schulte, City Clerk-Treasurer 


