The Hartington City Council met for a regular meeting on January 12, 2026 at City Hall beginning
at 5:00 P.M. Notice of time and place of the regular meeting was given in advance notice by posting.

Present were Mayor Becker, Councilman Bartling, Christensen, Kathol; City Clerk-Treasurer
Schulte, and Legal Counsel Nikki Brandt. Councilman Sudbeck was absent.

Mayor Becker called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. The Council
then moved to approve the minutes of the December 22" meeting and the December Treasurers Report.
A motion to approve the minutes of the December 22" meeting and the December Treasurers Report
was made by Councilman Kathol and seconded by Councilman Christensen. A roll call vote was taken:
Bartling — yes, Christensen — yes, Kathol — yes. Motion carried.

Next council moved onto the annual easement payment with Bill Yates to Council. A motion was
made to approve the annual easement payment to Bill Yates for $970.20 by Councilman Christensen and
seconded by Councilman Bartling. A roll call vote was taken. Bartling — yes, Christensen — yes, Kathol —
yes. Motion carried.

The Skylon Ballroom, LLC commercial lease agreement modification was discussed but postponed
due to Corey's absence. The board planned to return to this item later in the meeting, with plans to amend
reporting and payment schedules from event-based to monthly submissions.

A policy change was addressed through Resolution 20260112 regarding holiday pay amendments.
The discussion revealed that employees were receiving double compensation - both holiday pay and
overtime rates when working on holidays. The resolution aimed to eliminate this practice, ensuring
employees receive either holiday pay or overtime compensation, but not both simultaneously. The board
noted that emergency situations would still warrant overtime pay, and on-call employees would continue
receiving their standard two-hour or less overtime compensation. Councilman Christensen introduced
Resolution 20260112 — Amendment regarding Holiday Pay. A motion to adopt Resolution 20260112 was
made by Councilman Bartling and seconded by Councilman Kathol. A roll call vote was taken. Bartling —
yes, Christensen — yes, Kathol — yes. Motion carried.

Councilman Christensen introduced Resolution 20260112A — Adoption of the Colonial Life
Cafeteria Plan. A motion to adopt Resolution 20260112A was made by Councilman Bartling and seconded
by Councilman Kathol. A roll call vote was taken. Bartling — yes, Christensen — yes, Kathol —yes. Motion
carried.

The board returned to the Skylon Ballroom lease modification discussion with Corey present. The
current agreement required payment within five days of events and monthly lease agreements for each
event. Corey requested modification to monthly payment be due at the same time as the lease
agreements; which are the 5" of each month. Attorney Nikki confirmed she would need to redraft the
lease agreement while maintaining all other terms, including insurance requirements. A motion to
amending the lease agreement as changed by our Attorney was made by Councilman Christensen and
seconded by Councilman Kathol. Aroll call vote was taken. Bartling —yes, Christensen —yes, Kathol — yes.
Motion carried.

Mayor Becker introduced the Hartington Fire Department Resignation for Tom Potts, a 30-year
veteran of the Fire Department, submitted his resignation, which the board reluctantly accepted with
appreciation for his service. A motion to approve the resignation for Tom Potts from the Hartington Fire
Department was made by Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman Kathol. A roll call vote
was taken. Bartling — yes, Christensen — yes, Kathol- yes. Motion carried.

Mayor Becker introduced the Hartington Ambulance Department Resignation for Carol Hamilton,
she has served the community since 1999, the board reluctantly accepted with appreciation for her
service. A motion to approve the resignation for Carol Hamilton from the Hartington Ambulance
Department was made by Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman Kathol. A roll call vote
was taken. Bartling — yes, Christensen — yes, Kathol- yes. Motion carried.

The master fee schedule review was presented as an informational item for February action. Clerk
Schulte indicated that current city rates appear lower than comparable communities, suggesting potential
rate increases may be warranted. The discussion included specific provisions for grandfathered properties
outside city limits (residential at two times city rates, commercial at 1.5 times) versus new developments
outside city limits (three times city rates). The 220 acres development was cited as the first example of
the new three-times rate structure.



Department Reports:

Park — Councilman Kathol: nothing to report

Pool — Councilman Bartling: nothing to report
Complex/Auditorium — Councilman Sudbeck: absent
Fire/Ambulance — Councilman Christensen: nothing to report

General — Mayor Becker: Stated that it might be in the city’s best interest to move the zoning
meeting scheduled for Wednesday to the City Auditorium basement. Clerk Schulte
advised that changing the meeting location would require restarting the entire
process, including issuing a new public notice in the local newspaper and sending
letters to residents within 300 feet. Mayor Becker agreed to hold the meeting at
the City Office as originally scheduled.

Legal Counsel Nikki Brandt: Clarified the airport situation. She emphasized

that the airport faces an FAA compliance complaint, not a lawsuit. The city submitted a
motion to dismiss, arguing that FAA funding violations should be addressed through the
airport authority rather than the city directly. A decision timeline was established for
late January, with further legal strategy discussions planned based on FAA response.

Clerk Schulte: nothing to report

There were no public comments.

The following bills were presented for payments:

General:

Streets:

Water:

Sewer:

FP Finance Program, 115.98, Franklin Templeton Investor Services, LLC, 136.34, Hartelco,
202.40, Hartington Shopper, 179.50, Kennedy, Pier, Loftus, Reynolds & Brandt, 500.00, Nebraska
Public Power District, 74.16, Northeast Nebraska News Company, 725.80, TextMyGov, 1,500.00,
B. Yates, 970.20

Bank of Hartington, 57660.45, Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Nebraska, 2,097.50, Burnell's Foodtown,
8.20, Carhart Lumber Company, 709.98, Colonial Life, 27.22, Farmers Union Coop Gas & Oil,
1437.46, Feilmeier Electric, 85.00, Franklin Templeton Investor Services, LLC, 605.17,
Grossenburg Implement, 1941.40, Hartelco, 105.50, Hartington Ace Hardware, 32.98,
Hartington Auto & Truck Parts, Inc., 42.96, JEO, 3,000.00, Nebraska Public Power District,
3,306.29, Plumbing & Electric, 8.33, U.S. Cellular, 172.47, USABLE LIFE, 29.00

E Becker, 56.62, Franklin Templeton Investor Services, LLC, 471.03, Nebraska Public Health
Environmental Laboratory, 337.00, Nebraska Public Power District, 377.12, One Call Concepts,
Inc., 3.26, Peitz Service, 102.07

Feilmeier Electric, 5,611.47, Franklin Templeton Investor Services, LLC, 433.81, Hartelco, 66.60,
Nebraska Public Power District, 3,458.09, One Call Concepts, Inc., 3.26

Sanitation:

Fire:

Police:

Bank of Hartington, 83.33, Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Nebraska, 1,048.75, C Christensen, 70.00,
Colonial Life, 129.66, A. Delgado, 65.25, Farmers Union Coop Gas & Oil, 722.01, U.S. Cellular,
82.36, USABLE LIFE, 14.50

Ed. M. Feld Equipment Co., Inc, 3,916.00, Farmers Union Coop Gas & Oil, 58.75, HARTINGTON
VOL. FIRE DEPT., 561.00, Hartelco, 47.19, Hartington Ace Hardware, 83.96, Nebraska Public
Power District, 139.37, Peitz Service, 407.97, X-Pert Lawn and Landscaping, 286.25

Cedar County Sheriff, 14,220.04



Ambulance:
Ambill Associates, LLC, 770.00, Bound Tree Medical, LLC, 587.57, Burnell's Foodtown, 89.87,
Farmers Union Coop Gas & Oil, 148.25, Hartelco, 47.19, Nebraska Public Power District, 106.73,
Steffen Drug Store, 4.16, U.S. Cellular, 140.19, X-Pert Lawn and Landscaping, 286.25

Cemetery:
Cedar Knox Rural Water, 59.63

Recreation:
Nebraska Public Power District, 65.26

Pool:
Nebraska Public Power District 48.42

Parks:
Nebraska Department of Revenue, 219.76, Nebraska Public Power District, 296.46

Complex:
Nebraska Public Power District, 81.05, X-Pert Lawn and Landscaping, 8,140.00

Library:
Bank of Hartington, 333.34, Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Nebraska, 4299.88, D & J Variety, 35.96,
Franklin Templeton Investor Services, LLC, 472.92, Hartelco, 163.00, Hometown Leasing, 48.90,
Nebraska Public Power District, 165.24, Usable Life, 29.00

City Hall:
Burnell's Foodtown, 130.52, Colonial Life, 140.18, D & J Variety, 119.84, Franklin Templeton
Investor Services, LLC, 100.59, Hometown Leasing, 62.05, Nebraska Public Power District,
247.10, U.S. Cellular, 75.46, Usable Life, 14.50

Auditorium:

Appeara, 152.88, Nebraska Public Power District, 92.62

Economic Development:
Franklin Templeton Investor Services, LLC, 263.04, Hartelco, 66.19, Hometown Leasing, 31.02,
Nebraska Development Network, 75.00, NEDA, 150.00, Usable Life, 14.50

Transfer Station:
Farmers Union Coop Gas & Oil, 467.85, Franklin Templeton Investor Services, LLC, 56.17, Gill
Hauling, Inc., 978.07, Hartelco, 47.58, Jerry's Service, 424.05

Veterans Memorial:
Nebraska Public Power District, 59.00

Skylon Event Center:
Nebraska Public Power District, 327.44, U.S. Cellular, 61.95
A motion to pay the bills was made by Councilman Bartling and seconded by Councilman Kathol.

A roll call vote was taken: Bartling — yes, Christensen — yes, Kathol — yes. Motion carried.

A motion to adjourn was made by Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman Bartling.
A roll call vote was taken: Bartling — yes, Christensen — yes, Becker — yes. Motion carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:25 P.M. The next scheduled meeting is January 26, 2026.

Submitted By

Casey Schulte
City Clerk-Treasurer



