
 

 

 The Hartington City Council met for a regular meeting on December 8th, 2025 at City Hall 
beginning at 5:00 P.M. Notice of time and place was given in advance notice by posting. Notice of time 
and place of the meeting was communicated in the advanced notice to the Mayor and Council. 
 
 Present were Mayor Becker, Councilman Bartling, Christensen, Kathol, and Sudbeck; City Clerk-
Treasurer Schulte, and Legal Counsel Nikki Brandt.  
 
 Mayor Becker called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The 
council then moved to approve the minutes of the November 24th meeting and November Treasurers 
Report.  A motion to approve the minutes of the November 24th meeting and November Treasurers 
Report was made by Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman Bartling.  A roll call vote was 
taken.  Bartling – yes, Christensen – yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck – abstain.  Motion carried.  
 
 Resolution 20251208 Year-End Certification of City Street Superintendent 2025 was presented 
by Councilman Sudbeck.  A motion to approve Resolution 20251208 was made by Councilman Bartling 
and seconded by Councilman Christensen.  A roll call vote was taken.  Bartling – yes, Christensen – yes, 
Kathol – yes, Sudbeck – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 City Attorney Nikki provided an update on the ongoing airport litigation. She reported that the 
Airport Authority is requesting that the current lawsuit filed against the City be dismissed and refiled 
against the Airport Authority instead. Attorney Clabbers of Kaplan Kirsch would represent the City in 
filing the motion to dismiss and would also represent the Airport Authority if the case is refiled. If the 
motion to dismiss is unsuccessful, Attorney Clabbers would provide joint representation for both the 
City and the Airport Authority.  Council members expressed concern regarding the potential legal fees, 
noting that the Airport Authority should bear those costs. Despite the high hourly rates charged by 
Kaplan Kirsch ($575–$1,095 per hour), the Council agreed to proceed with engaging the firm for legal 
services. A motion to enter into a legal services agreement with Kaplan Kirsch was made by Councilman 
Christensen and seconded by Councilman Kathol.  A roll call vote was taken.  Bartling – yes, Christensen 
– yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck – yes.  Motion carried. 
  
 The following Annual Appointments were made by Mayor Mark Becker: 
 
Ambulance:  Eric Becker, Troy Bottolfsen, Dirk Dailey, Jami Dailey, Donna Davey, Crystal Eickhoff, Dixie 
Fischer, Katelyn Fischer, Carol Hamilton, Jeff Jones, Clay Kleinschmit, Alicia Kloster, Eric Kloster, Tim 
Kuchta, Katie Lammers, Steve Leise, Melissa Lordemann, Charles Meirose, Steve Rokusek, Patty 
Schieffer, Hal Thoene, Marilyn Thoene, Aaron Wiechelman.  
 
Firemen: Ryan Marsh, Brandon Fischer, Chris Bartling, Doug Becker, Easton Becker, Matthew Burbach, 
Dan Carl, Jimmy Christensen, Dirk Dailey, Dave Feilmeier, Rod Fischer, Brian Gall, Pat Guy, Jacob Haahr, 
Robert Hamilton, Mark Heimes, Matthew Kathol, Tyler Kathol, Tucker Lammers, Austin Mann, Mike 
Jueden, Dustin Neuhalfen, Corey Pearson, Gage Pedersen, Brad Peitz, Darin Pick, Thomas Potts, Chase 
Rolfes, Nathanial Rutar, Jerrold Schulte, Brad Steffen, Chris Steffen, Dan Steiner, Bill Thoene, Aaron 
Wiechelman, Jon Wiechelman, Adam Wortman. 
 
Official Bank: Bank of Hartington 
City Attorney: Kennedy, Pier, Loftus, Reynolds, & Brandt LLP 
City Engineer: JEO Consulting Group, Inc. 
Street Superintendent: Baylor Bestgen, JEO Consulting Group, Inc., License Number S-1728, Class A 



 

 

Zoning Administrator: LeRoy Hansen 
City Clerk-Treasurer: Casey Schulte 
Utility Superintendent: Corey Kramer 
Official Newspaper: Cedar County News 
Community Redevelopment Authority: Brandon Baller, Dan Kathol, Randy Kathol, Pay Guy, Chris Miller 
Tree Board: Dan Kathol, Ben Beckman, Esther Larsen 
Health Care Provider: Dr. Amy Rief-Elks 
Citizens Advisory Committee for the Economic Development Plan: Jason Dendinger, Lee Carl, Burnell 
Herbolsheimer, John Kramer 
 
 A motion to approve appointments listed by Mayor Mark Becker was made by Councilman 
Christensen and seconded by Councilman Sudbeck. 
 
 The cemetery board discussion was informational only. City Attorney Nikki recommended 
keeping the existing cemetery board ordinances in place, even though the board hasn't been actively 
meeting. She explained that the ordinances give the city authority over cemetery operations if needed 
in the future, particularly regarding the relationship with Wintz Funeral Home, which currently functions 
as the cemetery sexton. 
 
Department Reports: 
 
 Park – Councilman Kathol: Reported minimal activity in the parks, with discussion regarding 
 storage of a tarp and plans for tree removal once the ground freezes. It was also noted that the 
 Baseball Committee will need to apply for a building permit prior to constructing the Batter’s 
 Eye. 
 

 Pool – Councilman Bartling: nothing 
  

 Complex/Auditorium – Councilman Sudbeck: Reported that no incidents have occurred at the 
 Auditorium and that the complex is all good. 
 

 Fire/Ambulance – Councilman Christensen: nothing 
 
Council Kathol raised a concern regarding the Skylon facility’s kitchen setup during recent funeral 
events. It was noted that there is no suitable place near the bar area to wash dishes. Currently, caterers 
must walk to the back kitchen area to wash items, which is inconvenient—especially since that space is 
so large.  Corey Kramer is in the process of installing an on-demand hot water heater in the back kitchen 
to address the lack of hot water. The question remains whether this improvement will be sufficient or if 
additional accommodations—such as a cart to transport dishes—will still be needed. The concern was 
brought forward by several individuals who have worked events at the facility. 
 

 General – Mayor Becker: Reported that the Skylon is being well utilized. Several funerals have 
 recently been held there, and a dance is scheduled for this weekend as well as on New Year’s 
 Eve.  Additionally, approximately 15 weddings are already booked for the upcoming summer. 
 

 Legal Counsel Nikki Brandt: Addressed the status of lease agreements, which Corey   
 Kramer is required to provide by the 5th of each month. Clerk Schulte reported that   
 these documents have not yet been received since the opening of the Skylon facility. The  
 agreements are intended to include clauses addressing accidents or damages, ensuring   



 

 

 the City is not held liable for preventable incidents. Mayor Becker will follow up with   
 Corey to obtain the necessary documents. 
 

 Clerk Schulte: Reported that Hartelco is raising their rates, and a copy of the rate   
 information was provided to the Council. Additionally, the Ambulance Department   
 offered to provide minutes from their meetings for Council review. The Council noted   
 that they have not previously received these minutes and indicated there is no    
 immediate desire to review them. It was agreed that the Ambulance service can email   
 the minutes to the Clerk, and they can be included in Council packets if needed in the   
 future. 
 

No Public comments. 
 
The following bills were presented for payments: 
 
General:   
 FP Finance Program,115.98, Franklin Templeton Investor Services, LLC, 125.51 
 Hartelco.202.19, Kennedy, Pier, Loftus, Reynolds & Brandt,1,585.00, Northeast Nebraska News 
 Company, 330.65 
 
Streets:  
 Bank of Hartington, 2620.22, Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Nebraska, 2,097.50, Colonial Life, 27.22, 
 Farmers Union Coop Gas & Oil, 3162.10, Folkers Bros Garage, Grossenburg Implement, 2148.88,  
 71.80, Franklin Templeton, Investor Services, LLC, 609.73, Hartelco, 104.59, Hartington Ace 
 Hardware, 218.13, Hartington Auto & Truck Parts, Inc., 415.48, M.P. Concrete Concepts, 
 3,693.00, Menards, Inc., 349.90, National Sign Company, LLC, 924.43, Nebraska Public Power 
 District, 3,751.27 
   
Water:   
 Franklin Templeton Investor Services, LLC, 474.81, One Call Concepts, Inc., 8.57, Peitz Service, 
 145.53, Plumbing & Electric, 555.33 
   
Sewer:   
 Franklin Templeton Investor Services, LLC, 427.80, Hartelco, 66.60, Midwest Laboratories, Inc., 
 482.57, One Call Concepts, Inc., 8.57 
   
Sanitation:   
 Bank of Hartington, 83.33, Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Nebraska, 1,048.75, Colonial Life, 129.66, 
 Farmers Union Coop Gas & Oil, 581.58, Franklin Templeton Investor Services, LLC, 302.10  
 
Fire:   
 Bullseye Fire Sprinkler, Inc, 2382.55, Farmers Union Coop Gas & Oil, 204.69, Hartelco, 46.30 
   
Police: 
 Cedar County Sheriff, 14,220.04 
 
 
 



 

 

Ambulance:   
 D & J Variety, 28.99, Farmers Union Coop Gas & Oil, 191.55, Hartelco, 46.31, Jerry's Service, 
 15.71 
 
Cemetery: 
 Cedar Knox Rural Water, 59.63 
 
Recreation:   
 Hartington Baseball, 8525.00 
   
Pool:   
 Folkers Painting, LLC, 975.00 
   
Parks:   
 Jerry's Service, 6.96, Pearson Motor Company, 59.67 
   
Complex:   
 Carhart Lumber Company, 39.49, Farmers Union Coop Gas & Oil, 88.80, Hartington Ace 
 Hardware, 20.00 
   
Library:   
 Bank of Hartington, 333.34, Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Nebraska, 4299.88, D & J Variety, 132.92, 
 Franklin Templeton Investor Services, LLC, 505.98, Hartelco, 162.09, Hartington Ace Hardware, 
 13.99, Hometown Leasing, 48.90 
   
City Hall:   
 Colonial Life, 140.18, Eakes Office Solutions, 592.33, D Fischer, 100.00, Franklin Templeton 
 Investor Services, LLC, 109.82, Hartington Ace Hardware, 66.97, Hometown Leasing, 62.05 
   
Auditorium:   
 Appeara, 76.44 
   
Economic Development :  
 Franklin Templeton Investor Services, LLC, 268.16, Hartelco, 49.30, Hometown Leasing, 31.02 
  
Transfer Station :  
 Franklin Templeton Investor Services, LLC, 62.99, Grossenburg Implement, 853.94, Hartelco, 
 47.64, Hartington Shopper, 244.90, Jerry's Service, 1,201.68 
      
Skylon Event Center:   
 Doyle Stevens Construction, Inc, 50,000.00, Kalins Indoor Comfort, 23,424.17, Plumbing & 
 Electric, 3,000.00, Stockwell Engineers, Inc, 18,336.90 
 
 A motion to pay the bills, except for Check #66056 to Christensen Well and Irrigation was made 
by Councilman Bartling and seconded by Councilman Kathol. A roll call vote was taken.  Bartling – yes, 
Christensen – yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck – yes.  Motion carried. 
 



 

 

 A motion to pay Check #66056 to Christensen Well and Irrigation was made by Council Bartling 
and seconded by Councilman Kathol. A roll call vote was taken.  Bartling – yes, Christensen – abstain, 
Kathol – yes, Sudbeck – yes.  Motion carried. 
 
 A motion to adjourn was made by Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman 
Sudbeck.  A roll call vote was taken.  Bartling – yes, Christensen – yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck – yes.  
Motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:26 P.M.  The next scheduled meeting is December 22nd, 2025. 
 

 

Submitted By 

 
Casey Schulte 

City Clerk-Treasurer 


