
 The Hartington City Council met for a public hearing and regular meeting on October 

27th, 2025 at City Hall beginning at 5:00 P.M. Notice of time and place of the public hearing was given in 

advance notice by posting. Notice of time and place of the meeting was communicated in the advanced 

notice to the Mayor and Council.  

 Present were Mayor Becker, Councilman Christensen, Kathol and Sudbeck; City Clerk-Treasurer 
Schulte, and Legal Counsel Nikki Brandt. Councilman Bartling was absent.  
 
 Mayor Becker opened the public hearing for the JJ’s Bar dba Main Street Bar Class C Liquor 
License Application at 5:00 PM. There were no comments. Mayor Becker closed the public hearing at 
5:01 PM. 
 
 Mayor Becker then opened the public hearing for the Richard Noecker’s Final Plat of Lots 13,14, 
and 15, Block 33 Original town of Hartington, Cedar County, Nebraska at 5:01 PM. There were no 
comments. Mayor Becker closed the public hearing at 5:02 PM. 
 

Mayor Becker called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  The 
council then moved to approve the minutes of the October 14th meeting.  A motion to approve the 
minutes of the October 14th meeting was made by Councilman Christensen and seconded by 
Councilman Sudbeck.  A roll call vote was taken.  Christensen – yes, Kathol – yes, and Sudbeck– yes. 
Motion carried.  

 
The council then heard from Kim Hively on concerns about "shouses" (shop-houses) in 

residential areas, noting that there are no defined protocols for these structures. She emphasized that 
the city needs to establish clear guidelines for shouses, including requirements for blueprints, 
specifications, and code compliance. Kim expressed concern that without proper regulations, these 
structures could transform residential areas into storage spaces. She suggested that if someone builds a 
shouse with living quarters, someone should actually be living there.  Leroy Hanson, the zoning 
administrator, explained that current guidelines require shouses to have living quarters with proper 
sewer and water hookups, though there's no requirement for permanent occupancy. He acknowledged 
an issue with one particular shouse that had incorrect siding installed despite his instructions. This led to 
a discussion about enforcement and the need for written agreements with builders.  Council members 
discussed the challenges of regulating shouses while balancing property rights and neighborhood 
character. Councilman Kathol mentioned that the rules have become "too loose" over time, and there 
was general agreement that clearer guidelines are needed. The council recognized that shouses are 
becoming increasingly popular and that many communities are facing similar regulatory challenges. 
Mayor Becker thanked the public for being respectful during the discussion regarding this matter.  

 
Mayor Becker introduced Derek Klug’s building permit. Council agreed to approved his building 

permit, on the contingency that it be placed eight feet from the side property line.  A motion to 
approved Derek Klug’s building permit contingent on it being placed eight feet from the side property 
line was made by Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman Sudbeck.  A roll call vote was 
taken.  Christensen – yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck - yes.  Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Becker introduced Mark & Preston Rose’s building permit. A motion to approved Mark 

and Preston Rose’s building permit was made by Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman 
Kathol.  A roll call vote was taken.  Christensen – yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck - yes.  Motion carried. 

 



Mayor Becker introduced Richard Noeckers’s building permit. His building permit for what 
appeared to be a shouse was discussed extensively, with concerns about ensuring it had the minimum 
900 square feet of living space required for a single-family dwelling. The council ultimately agreed to 
approve with the contingency that it meets the 900 square foot requirement.  A motion to approve 
Richard Noecker’s building permit contingent on it having 900 square feet of living space was made by 
Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman Kathol.  A roll call vote was taken.  Christensen – 
yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck - yes.  Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Becker introduced Jane Sayler’s building permit. Clerk Schulte stated that Mrs. Saylor's 

garden shed permit should be tabled due to property line concerns.  A motion to table Jane Sayler’s 
building permit was made by Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman Sudbeck.  A roll call 
vote was taken.  Christensen – yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck - yes.  Motion carried. 

 
Mayor Becker introduced a sign permit for Heine Electric and Irrigation.  A motion to approved 

the sign permit was made by Councilman Kathol and seconded by Councilman Sudbeck.  A roll call vote 
was taken.  Christensen – yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck - yes.  Motion carried. 

Council then moved onto reviewing bids received from Plumbing & Electric and Slagle Dirtwork 
& Hauling to Demolish the old City Shop building. They agreed to have Slagle Dirtwork & Hauling 
demolish the old city shop at the estimated cost of $19,850.00, compared to Plumbing & Electric bid at 
$23,000.00.  A motion to have Slagle Dirtwork & Hauling demolish the old City Shop building was made 
by Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman Sudbeck.  A roll call vote was taken. 
Christensen – yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck - yes.  Motion carried. 

 
The owner of the adjacent building expressed concerns about potential damage during 

demolition. City Utility Superintendent Corey explained that the buildings appear to be separate but are 
touching, and the full condition of the shared wall won't be known until demolition begins. The council 
agreed that if any damage occurs to the neighboring building, the city would be responsible for repairs. 

 
 Mayor Becker presented the Special Designated Liquor License for Cedar Catholic High School 
for a fundraising event at Cedar Catholic-Msgr. Cyril J Werner Activity Center on November 23rd, 2025. A 
motion to approve the Special Designated Liquor License for Cedar Catholic High School was made by 
Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman Sudbeck.  A roll call vote was taken.  Christensen 
– yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck - yes.  Motion carried.  
 
 Councilman Sudbeck introduced Resolution 20251027 – Chamber of Commerce Lighted Parade 
Street Closure.  The Chamber of Commerce requested street closure on November 21st, 2025 of 
Broadway from Cedar Catholic High School to Elm Street, West on Elm Street to Summit Avenue and 
South to E Centre Street for the lighted parade.  A motion to approve Resolution 20251027 was made by 
Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman Sudbeck.  A roll call vote was taken.   
Christensen – yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck- yes.  Motion carried 
 
Department Reports: 

Park – Councilman Kathol: The tarp is still out on the baseball field, and the netting has been 

taken down. Kathol plans to touch base with Kale and offer to have Corey assist with removing 

and storing the tarp.  Mayor Becker emphasized that the baseball group should ensure their 



equipment is properly taken care of before any additional projects are approved, noting that the 

tarp was not put away last year. 

 Pool – Councilman Bartling:  absent 

Complex/Auditorium – Councilman Sudbeck: Roman reported another minor incident at the 

complex and noted that water would be shut off soon due to approaching winter. Nothing to 

report at Auditorium.  

Fire/Ambulance – Councilman Christensen: nothing 

General – Mayor Becker: nothing 

 Legal Counsel Nikki Brandt: nothing 

 Clerk Schulte: nothing 

 Public Comments - Kim Hively asked if the council would create guidelines for shouses. The 

council confirmed they would look at updating the ordinance book and ensuring the zoning 

administrator would be more involved in monitoring construction projects. There were no other public 

comments. 

The following bills were presented for payments: 

General:  Cedar County Clerk, 303.43, Franklin Templeton Investors, 143.11, Kennedy, Pier, Loftus, 
Reynolds, Brandt, 787.50, Shiftr, 15.30 

  
Streets: Black Hills Energy, 185.44, Bomgaars, 316.85, Franklin Templeton Investors, 747.75, 

Guardian, 13.60, Menards, 68.94 
 
Water: B Ehmen, 73.10, Franklin Templeton Investors, 373.89, Nebraska Department of Water, 

Energy, and Environment, 230.00, Nebraska Public Health Environmental Laboratory, 
116.00, M Leise and R Olsen, 23.44  

 
Sewer: Black Hills Energy, 64.02, Franklin Templeton Investors, 618.36, Nebraska Department of 

Water, Energy, and Environment, 150.00, USA Blue Book, 789.17 
 
Sanitation:  B Ehmen, 70.00, Franklin Templeton Investors, 429.89, Guardian, 6.80, Northern Truck 

Equipment Corporation, 1,076.40, M Leise and R Olsen, 70.00 
 
Fire:  Black Hills Energy, 29.34, Dearborn National Life Insurance Company, 128.32 
 
Ambulance:  Black Hills Energy, 29.34 
 
Cemetery: Cedar Knox Rural Water, 59.63 
 
Pool: Black Hills Energy, 49.77 
 
Parks:  Bluegrass Playgrounds, Inc, 1,771.00, Bomgaars, 95.10, Mayer Sign, Inc, 40.00 



 
Library: T Anderson, 325.00, Black Hills Energy, 49.77, Franklin Templeton Investors, 671.20, 

Guardian, 13.60, Ingram Library Services, 252.48, Midwest Tape, 50.23, X-Pert Lawn and 
Landscaping, 355.00 

 
City Hall:  Black Hills Energy, 64.02, Franklin Templeton Investors, 130.24, Guardian, 6.80, 

Northeast Nebraska Clerks Association, 20.00 
 
Auditorium: Black Hills Energy, 119.34 
 
Economic 
Development:  Franklin Templeton Investors, 421.80, Guardian, 6.80 
 
Transfer 
Station: Franklin Templeton Investors, 81.57, Olson’s Pest Technicians, 80.00 
  
Skylon Event 
Center: Bomgaars, 92.30, Doyle Stevens Construction, Inc, 18,400.00, League Association of Risk 

Management, 32.61, Randy Kathol Construction, 1,625.76 
 
City Shop: Randy Kathol Construction, 340.00 
 

A motion to pay the bills was made by Councilman Kathol and seconded by Councilman 
Christensen. A roll call vote was taken. A roll call vote was taken. Christensen – yes, Kathol – yes, 
Sudbeck - yes.  Motion carried. 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Councilman Christensen and seconded by Councilman 

Sudbeck. A roll call vote was taken. Christensen – yes, Kathol – yes, Sudbeck - yes.  Motion carried. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:16 P.M.  The next scheduled meeting is November 10th, 2025. 
 

 
 

Submitted By 
 
 
 

Casey Schulte 
City Clerk-Treasurer 


